
Contents

Introduction  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     7

Chapter I (Magdalena Kamińska)
Technological Innovation and Worldview Shift  
in the Perspective of Culture History .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .       9

1.  Culture, nature, technology, the supernatural . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     9
2.  The development of the concept of natural magic .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     16
3.  Scientific Revolution .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     30
4.  Technology vs. history in Fernand Braudel’s approach .  .  .  .  .  .     39
5.  Innovation and change .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     43
6.  Technology as culture .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     48
7.  The worldview  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     58

Chapter II (Olga Urban)
The problem of human subjectivity as seen by selected  
disciplines of the humanities and social sciences  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     69

1.  Subjectivity in a psychological sense – as a property  
of any human being  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     70

2.  Subjectivity in a socio-cultural sense – as a derivative of the  
properties of social structure and culture  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     76

3.  Subjectivity in historical studies. Is a human an object  
or a subject of the historical process?  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     82

4.  Subjectivity as an interdisciplinary problem  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     96
5.  Attempt of conclusion  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     108

Bibliography  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     113


